
Calendar of  
City Meetings 

And Events 
 

City Council Meeting 

1315 Nixon Road, 5:30 pm 

February  and March 12th 
and 26th 

 

Planning Commission 

1315 Nixon Road, 6 pm 

February 20th, March 20th 

 

Beautification Committee 

303 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd, 4 pm 

February and March 14th 

 

Downtown Enhancement  

Advisory Committee 

305 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd, 8:30 
am 

February 28th 

 

Active Transportation  

Committee 

305 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd 

No Quorum 

 

Community Economic  

Development Activities  

Committee 

303 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd., 2:30 
pm 

February 13th 

 

Library Tax Advisory  

Committee 

Mt. Shasta City Library 

515 East Alma, 2:30 pm 

February 5th, April 19th 

 

 

 

Winter 2018 

NEWS & Current Events 

 

During the City Council meeting 

of October 23, 2017, the Mt. 

Shasta City Council unanimous-

ly agreed to participate in the 

formation of a Pacific Crest 

Trail Association Pilot Trail 

Town Advisory Committee.  

Since that date, the committee 

has met several times with mul-

tiple agencies working in collab-

oration to brainstorm ideas and 

goals for the Trail Town pro-

gram.  The City is proud to be 

working in partnership with the 

Pacific Crest Trail Association, 

the US Forest Service, the 

Chamber of Commerce, Mt. 

Shasta Trail Association, Siski-

you Land Trust, and Siskiyou 

County to accomplish this goal. 

Trail Towns work to make ser-

vices accessible to hikers, edu-

cate local residents, and advo-

cate for continued access to pub-

lic lands.  The City of Mt. Shasta 

recognizes the unique economic 

and cultural value that the PCT 

brings.  The benefits of being a 

Trail Town can be numerous!  

As the City creates an identity as 

Trail Town, the economic vitali-

ty of the town may improve, 

bringing day and through-hikers 

into the area.  The Committee 

also hopes to promote healthy 

lifestyles and active volunteer-

ism through increasing aware-

ness of local trails, including the 

Pacific Crest. 

The Committee’s early goals 

include the planning of a cele-

bration event in July 2018 to 

coincide with the Pacific Crest 

Trail Association’s board meet-

ing in Mt. Shasta.  Stay tuned for 

details as we get closer to the 

date of the event! 

Mt. Shasta City, Trail Town 

October’s poplars are flam-

ing torches lighting the way 

to winter.   

Nova S. Blair 

We live in a crown jewel of a 

community, made up of remarka-

ble, caring people from all over 

the world drawn to this special 

place at the foot of a magnificent 

volcano we call home. In the 

midst of turbulent change, our 

mountain village continues to 

recognize and embrace our assets, 

including the mountain’s world-

wide spiritual draw, balancing 

respect for the past with possibili-

ties for the future. 

I am honored to serve as Mayor 

and look forward to another year. 

The Mayor and Council set the 

tone of public discourse, but it’s 

the city staff who do the work--

day in and day out.  And it’s an 

engaged community that guides 

progress: the work of organiza-

tions, non-profits, businesses and 

residents investing their best who, 

together with local government, 

create the magic. 

I hope as we share our thoughts 

with each other at meetings or 

over coffee that we focus on what 

about our lives--our community, 

neighbors, surrounding lands--we 

most appreciate. I’m encouraged 

by conversations I hear aimed at 

listening to find common ground.  

Let’s express our gratitude and 

continue to 

show kindness 

in our words 

and actions. 

How blessed 

we are to call 

Mt. Shasta 

home! 

A Message from Mayor Kathy Morter 



The Mt. Shasta Library  
Educating and empowering our community through free 

and open access to information and inspiration. 

If you hike or bike trails in the 

South Siskiyou County area, 

you’ve connected with the 

Mount Shasta Trail Association 

(MSTA).  The MSTA mission is 

to create and maintain trails and 

conserve the natural beauty of 

Northern California.  Over the 

past few decades, behind-the-

scenes work has produced nu-

merous popular outdoor opportu-

nities. 

The Cabin Creek Trail is a scenic 

path along the Squaw Valley 

Creek that required years of work 

and affords some striking water-

fall views.  The Lake Siskiyou 

Trail is perhaps the most fre-

quently used trail for locals and 

visitors alike, with easy access, 

flat terrain, and stunning lake 

panoramas.  The Chalet segment 

was completed last year, with 

further enhancements planned in 

the future.  The Spring Hill Trail 

is lesser-known to visitors, but is 

hiked nearly every day by many 

who live here.  Its creation re-

quired easements and volunteer 

labor, and the views are magnifi-

cent during the entire hike to the 

top. 

State budget cuts in Castle Crags 

State Park have left many trails 

in need of maintenance, so 

MSTA volunteers have spent 

countless hours trimming, raking, 

repairing benches in the campsite 

theater, and rebuilding crumbling 

bridges and railings.  The park is 

still a wonder to see. 

The Gateway Trail system lies 

just northeast of the City of 

Mount Shasta and attracts a large 

group of hikers and bikers most 

of the year.  Partnership with the 

U.S. Forest Service allowed the 

establishment of this 11-mile 

maze of fire roads and single-

track amongst dense Ponderosa 

pines and thimbleberry.  The 

MSTA is hard at work on an 

expansion of Gateway all the 

way to the Nordic Center, which 

could be completed in the next 

three years. 

There are big plans (and actions) 

underway to create and extend 

other trails in the area.  The 

Greenway project seeks to con-

nect the City Park to Downtown 

Mount Shasta, and initial seg-

ments of trail south of the park 

have already been completed, 

mostly with volunteer labor.  The 

objective is to continue this trail 

all the way to Lake Siskiyou. 

Mossbrae Falls in Dunsmuir is 

arguably the most spectacular 

natural feature in the area (aside 

from a certain mountain) but the 

access along the railroad tracks is 

suboptimal due to safety con-

cerns.  The MSTA has been 

working for 20 years to fix this 

problem and is now closer to a 

solution than ever before.  A 

recent large donation and the 

work of local planners and vi-

sionaries bring hope that hikers 

will be able to enjoy a safe and 

serene walk to this remarkable 

destination. 

There are other projects in vari-

ous phases of planning, nearly all 

of which will necessitate partner-

ships with multiple local organi-

zations. For example, the City is 

currently partnering with the 

Pacific Crest Trail Association 

and other local organizations in 

an effort to make the city a Trail 

Town on the Pacific Crest Trail.   

Every project the MSTA com-

pletes attracts more tourists, es-

pecially those focused on hiking 

and biking.  

The ultimate 

goal of the 

MSTA is to 

provide more 

options for 

people to stay 

healthy and 

experience the 

great outdoors. 

Mount Shasta Trail Association Several engines from Siskiyou County were dispatched to Ventura 

County on December 5th, and spent 15 days assigned to fires in 

Southern California.  The Mt. Shasta Fire Department was assigned 

to the Thomas Fire and saw extreme fire activity during their mis-

sion, which consisted of structure defense and firing operations.  

Please take a moment to thank a firefighter for all of his or her hard 

work and sacrifice in service to the community. 

Firefighters Raul Hernandez and Marquis Smith assigned to the 

Thomas Fire.                                                              Photo by Cory Burns 

The Mt. Shasta Library is excited 

to participate in the Zip Books 

Program!  

If you can't find a title in the Sis-

kiyou County Library catalog, 

please consider using our Zip 

Books program to get the book. 

Zip Books is a program spon-

sored by the California State 

Library and administered 

by Califa (Califa is a nonprofit 

library membership consortium 

representing 230 libraries in Cali-

fornia). The program allows you 

to request a title not in our col-

lection and have it sent directly 

to your home by mail through 

Amazon. When you are done, 

just drop off the book at the Mt. 

Shasta Library for further pro-

cessing. 

You must be a currently library 

patron to request a title and can 

only request one Zip Book item 

at a time. You must return 

your Zip Book item before you 

can request another. The request 

must be for a book (regular print 

or large type), or audio book that 

is available for $35 or less. 

We are using Amazon to pur-

chase requests, so please check 

their site beforehand to make 

sure the item is available.  We 

will only contact you only if we 

are unable to fulfill the request or 

it does not meet the criteria. 

If you don't have a library card, 

visit our library with a photo ID 

and a piece of mail/proof of ad-

dress and you'll be able to make 

a request that same day! 

You can make a request at 

https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/

content/library-zip-books 

Call us at (530) 926-2031 or e-

mail library@co.siskiyou.ca.us

(link sends e-mail) with any 

questions. 

mailto:library@co.siskiyou.ca.us(link%20sends%20e-mail)
mailto:library@co.siskiyou.ca.us(link%20sends%20e-mail)


Mt. Shasta Sisson Museum is 

closed during the winter season 

and will reopen for the “Opening 

Night Celebration” on Friday, 

March 30, 2018, at 6 p.m.  While 

the museum is closed for the 

winter, the museum staff is busy 

researching, planning, and de-

signing three new exhibits.  

The permanent Geology exhibit, 

“Volcano: Mount Shasta – Inside 

and Out,” will enter its second 

installation phase.  The latest 

displays will include items de-

signed to tell more about this 

amazing landscape in which we 

live.  A new video, showing a 

winter and summer helicopter 

flight around Mount Shasta, will 

be featured.  This new video will 

include interesting facts about 

geological features, climbing 

routes, and beautiful views of the 

mountain.  The current rock dis-

play will be expanded to show 

how different types of volcanoes 

have different kinds of 

rocks.  Models of the four main 

types of 

volcanoes 

will en-

hance peo-

ple’s un-

derstanding on how each is 

formed.  New activities will be 

added to the children’s activity 

room too. 

The Event Room will open with 

two new temporary displays. The 

first one, “Mount Shasta: Mys-

tery and Magic – Elevating the 

Human Spirit,” will address how 

the unique, majestic, and diverse 

nature of our mountain is the 

core reason why many people 

come here. It will relate to how 

mountains have been special 

places for many people through-

out history.  The beauty of 

Mount Shasta, the lenticular 

clouds, and the adventures possi-

ble in climbing the mountain or 

hiking in the area have attracted 

many.  Other stories will address 

spiritual tourism, explaining the 

roots of it.  Some of the strange 

phenomena and the mystical lore 

about Mount Shasta will also be 

presented. In addition, creative 

works from local artists and his-

torical artifacts will help tell the 

stories.  

“Tattooed and Tenacious” is an-

other new display.  Through the 

mirror of time, tattoos them-

selves have changed to represent 

different things for different peo-

ple.  Portions of this exhibit in-

clude a traveling exhibit. Stories 

and photos from community 

members will also be included. 

Located at 1 North Old Stage 

Road, Mt. Shasta Sisson Muse-

um is a tax-exempt non-profit 

organization with an all-

volunteer staff that installs new 

exhibits to share the stories of the 

Mount Shasta area for its com-

munity members and visi-

tors. More information about 

upcoming presentations and 

events at the museum can be 

found by going to the museum’s 

website, 

www.mtshastamuseum.com.    

The Event Room is available for 

rental, though the museum is 

closed for the winter.  Inquire 

about this by emailing the muse-

um at muse-

um@mtshastamuseum.com, or 

calling 530-926-5508. 

News from the Sisson Museum 

Photo by John Thomson 

Although it is not looking prom-

ising at the current time, there is 

still a possibility for winter 

storms and conditions. 

The City of Mt. Shasta and the 

public safety agencies of our 

community would like to educate 

and empower the residents of Mt. 

Shasta to take some simple steps 

to prepare for and respond to 

potential emergencies, including 

winter storm emergencies, ex-

tended power outages, or other 

types of emergencies.  

All residents of Mt. Shasta 

should have some basic supplies 

on hand in order to, at worst case 

scenario, survive an emergency, 

or to simply get through an emer-

gency more easily. The supplies 

on hand should be enough to 

last at least three days if an 

emergency occurs. The recom-

mended supplies are as follows:  

 Water, one gallon per person 

per day for drinking and 

sanitation.  

 Non-perishable food  

 Battery-powered or hand 

crank radio and a NOAA 

Weather Radio with extra 

batteries.  

 Flashlight and extra batter-

ies.  

 First aid kit.  

 Whistle to signal for help if 

needed.  

 Moist towelettes, garbage 

bags for personal sanitation.  

 Minor tool kit.  

 Can opener for food.  

 Matches for fire and heat.  

 Change of clothes and blan-

ket.  

 

This check list is an extremely 

basic emergency kit. Other con-

siderations may need to be added 

such as prescription medication 

if required. If the family has in-

fants, possibly formula and extra 

diapers would be needed. Pets 

are an additional consideration 

along with pet food. Some extra 

cash may be appropriate, along 

with any items that can assist 

with providing safety or lifesav-

ing assistance.  

The City of Mt. Shasta welcomes 

any questions regarding winter 

preparedness. Citizens can con-

tact the Mt. Shasta Police De-

partment with questions at 530-

926-7540.  Additional disaster 

preparedness information can be 

obtained through the Red Cross 

or Homeland Security websites. 

Winter is Coming? 

http://www.mtshastamuseum.com/
mailto:museum@mtshastamuseum.com
mailto:museum@mtshastamuseum.com
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Applications are now available 

and are being accepted for the 

following volunteer positions: 

Active Transportation 

Committee Seats (3 Vacan-

cies) - 3 Seats living within 

the 96067 zip code for  

terms expiring January 31, 

2022. 

Beautification Committee 

Seat (3 Vacancies) – 2  

S e at living within the City 

of Mt. Shasta or within the 

City’s sphere of influence, 

for terms expiring February 

28, 2022. 

Community Economic 

Development Advisory 

Committee (1 Vacancy) – 1 

Seat for a representative of a 

local financial services busi-

ness, for a term expiring 

February 28, 2022. 

Downtown Enhancement 

Advisory Committee Seat 

(3 Vacancies) – 3 Seats for 

representatives of businesses 

located within the Downtown 

Improvement District, for 

terms expiring February 28, 

2022. 

These Committees serve as 

advisory bodies to the Mt. 

Shasta City Council. Descrip-

tions of each Committee can 

be found at 

www.mtshastaca.gov under the 

Local Appointments List. These 

Committees are Brown Act 

Committees whose meetings are 

held within the compliance 

thereof. 

Those wishing to apply may 

obtain the required application 

from City Hall or at 

www.mtshastaca.gov. Complet-

ed applications can be sent to 

kwilson@mtshastaca.gov or 

returned to City Hall. For fur-

ther information, please contact 

City Hall at (530) 926-7516 or 

come by at 305 North Mt. Shasta 

Boulevard. 

City of Mt. Shasta 

Advisory Committee Vacancies 

usually in search of food.  You 

will be less likely to have en-

counters with bears if you and 

your neighbors take precautions 

so that bears do not associate 

humans with a source for food.  

Once they do, they become ha-

bituated to humans.  Relocating 

big habituated bears relocates the 

problem, it does not solve it. 

Black Bear Encounters 

In your yard:  Do no run.  Be 

aggressive and assert your domi-

nance by standing tall and mak-

ing noise that will scare the bear 

away.  Banging pots and pans 

together and shouting loudly 

works well. 

In the woods:  This is the bear’s 

territory, respect that and do not 

run.  Make eye contact but don’t 

stare, pick up small children, 

make yourself appear as large as 

possible, stay calm and quiet, 

back away, and enjoy the experi-

ence from a safe distance. 

Anywhere:  If the bear attempts 

to get away, DO NOT block the 

bear’s escape route.  Bears will 

often climb a tree if frightened 

and usually won’t come down if 

humans or dogs are present.  

Never get between a mom and 

her cubs!  Slowly walk away and 

make a loud noise.  Though at-

tacks are very rare, if you 

are attacked, fight back 

aggressively. 

 

Bears in Your Neigh-

borhood? 

 WAIT TO PUT 

TRASH OUT UNTIL 

COLLECTION DAY. 

 Bears are attracted by 

garbage, sweet smells, pet 

food, baby diapers, bird 

feeders, food odors, lo-

tions, toothpaste, and gar-

den compost.  Inspect your 

property and remove any-

thing that might attract 

bears. 

 Do not feed pets outside.  

Keep pet food in airtight 

containers, in a room closed 

to the outdoors. 

 Do not leave food and baked 

goods sitting out near open 

windows and doors. 

 Keep garbage cans clean and 

deodorize them with bleach 

or ammonia. 

 Encourage your neighbors to 

be bear aware. 

With the warmer than average 

weather, bears are still out and 

about.  Here are some tips for 

living smart in bear country. 

Facts About Black Bears 

The only species of bears in Cali-

fornia are black bears.  However, 

they do range in color from 

blonde to black, with cinnamon 

brown being the most common 

color.  Black bears are fairly shy 

animals.  They will try to avoid 

confrontation when given the 

chance.  Be sure to always give 

them an escape route.  A typical 

wild bear diet consists of berries, 

plants, nuts, roots, honey, honey-

comb, insects, larvae, carrion, 

and small mammals.  Black bears 

do hibernate for a few months 

during the winter.  In the late fall 

they extend their hours of forag-

ing up to 20 hours a day in prep-

aration for hibernation.  This is 

an effort to put on enough fat to 

get them through the winter.  If 

no food or garbage is available 

they will hibernate.  Bears that 

visit human occupied areas are  

Don’t Feed the Bears 

http://www.mtshastaca.gov/
http://www.mtshastaca.gov/
http://www.mtshastaca.gov/
mailto:kwilson@mtshastaca.gov

