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California’s	  Drought	  

•  Governor	  Declared	  Drought	  Emergency	  
•  2015	  	  -‐	  Forth	  dry	  water	  year	  statewide	  	  
•  2014	  -‐	  Warmest	  year	  on	  record	  
•  2012-‐2014	  -‐	  Driest	  3	  years	  on	  record	  
•  January	  2015	  –	  Driest	  in	  most	  areas	  
•  2015	  	  -‐	  Warmer	  and	  dry	  	  
•  Statewide	  storage	  below	  average	  	  
•  Groundwater	  basins	  conNnue	  to	  be	  depleted	  	  
•  Local	  condiNons	  are	  degrading	  
•  High	  level	  of	  local,	  State	  and	  federal	  coordinaNon	  
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Statewide	  Drought	  CondiNons	  

Excep0onal	  	  40%	  
Extreme	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  67%	  
37	  Million	  People	  Local Emergencies Declared 

•  25 Counties 
•  13 Cities 
•    9 Tribal Reservations 
•  13 Special Districts 

County & Tribal Drought  
   Task Force 
•  30 Counties 
•    3 Tribes 

Official	  State	  of	  Emergency	  
Declared	  on	  	  

January	  17,	  2014	  

United	  States	  Drought	  Monitor	  	  
March	  3,	  2015	  
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Snow	  Water	  Equivalents	  	  

Statewide	  	  
18%	  

Normal	  to	  Date	  
	  

17%	  
April	  1	  Average	  
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% Cap % Avg 

Trinity 47 63 
Shasta 58 77 
Oroville 50 70 
Folsom 58 101 

New Melones 25 41 

San Luis 66 77 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you 
may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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Black	  Dots	  =	  	  
Groundwater	  Level	  	  
at	  Lowest	  Recorded	  	  

Groundwater	  
Condi0ons	  
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Possible	  Drought	  AcNons	  for	  2015	  
•  Mandatory	  ConservaNon	  (State	  Water	  Board)	  
•  Increased	  ConservaNon	  ReporNng	  (State	  Water	  
Board)	  

•  Curtailments	  State	  Water	  Board	  (Water	  Rights)	  	  
•  Increased	  Groundwater	  Use	  Oversight	  
•  Increased	  Real-‐Nme	  Data	  and	  InformaNon	  
•  IRWM	  Funding	  	  -‐	  Final	  Prop	  84	  Round	  ($230M)	  
•  Water	  /	  Energy	  Grants	  ($9M)	  
•  Small	  Project	  Emergency	  Funding	  
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California	  Water	  AcNon	  Plan	  	  

Governor	  Brown	  directed	  three	  
cabinet	  secretaries	  to	  coordinate	  
on	  an	  interagency	  effort	  to	  create	  a	  
water	  acNon	  plan	  for	  the	  State.	  
	  

21	  
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Ten	  Priority	  AcNons	  
1.	  Make	  conservaNon	  a	  California	  way	  of	  life	  
2.	  Increase	  regional	  self-‐reliance	  and	  integrated	  water	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  management	  across	  all	  levels	  of	  government	  
3.	  Achieve	  the	  co-‐equal	  goals	  for	  the	  Delta	  
4.	  Protect	  and	  restore	  important	  ecosystems	  	  
5.	  Manage	  and	  prepare	  for	  dry	  periods	  	  
6.	  Expand	  water	  storage	  capacity	  and	  improve	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  groundwater	  management	  	  
7.	  Provide	  safe	  water	  for	  all	  communiNes	  
8.	  Increase	  flood	  protecNon	  	  
9.	  Increase	  operaNonal	  and	  regulatory	  efficiency	  
10.	  Sustainable	  and	  integrated	  financing	  opportuniNes	  	  
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Next	  4	  Years:	  Roles	  and	  Schedule	  
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DWR	  and	  State	  Water	  Board	  have	  
prominent	  roles	  in	  developing	  

regula0ons,	  providing	  grants	  and	  
local	  assistance	  
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Urban	  Water	  Meters	  
•  AB	  2572	  (Kehoe)	  of	  2004	  requires	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  water	  meters	  on	  all	  municipal/	  
	  	  	  	  	  industrial	  service	  connec0ons	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  within	  their	  service	  area	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  by	  January	  1,	  2025	  
•  Nearly	  97%	  of	  those	  required	  are	  metered	  

(State	  Water	  Board,	  2013)	  
•  40	  California	  urban	  water	  suppliers	  with	  

unmetered	  connec0ons	  
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BeVer	  informa0on	  on	  water	  usage	  
helps	  manage	  water	  	  

•  Advanced	  smart	  
meters	  generate	  
detailed	  informa0on	  
on	  water	  use	  and	  help	  
iden0fy	  leaks	  
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New	  urban	  landscapes	  are	  required	  to	  
have	  	  dedicated	  meters	  for	  areas	  	  
>	  5,000	  sq.	  k.	  (per	  Updated	  Model	  

Water	  Efficient	  Landscape	  Ordinance)	  	  
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Urban	  Water	  Meter	  Replacement	  
•  On	  February	  24th	  the	  City	  of	  Sacramento	  
Council	  voted	  to	  install	  approximately	  51,000	  
meters	  by	  2020.	  	  
– Go	  to	  0ered	  rate	  system	  	  
– Conserva0on	  efforts	  	  
– Goal	  -‐	  use	  10-‐percent	  less	  water	  

•  On	  March	  5th,	  the	  Elk	  Grove	  Water	  District	  
completed	  installaNon	  of	  water	  meters,	  a	  full	  	  
10	  years	  ahead	  of	  the	  State’s	  deadline.	  
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Agricultural	  Water	  
Measurement	  (per	  SB	  X	  7-‐7)	  

•  Requires	  large	  agricultural	  water	  
suppliers	  (with	  over	  25,000	  irrigated	  
acres)	  

•  	  	  	  Measure	  volume	  of	  water	  delivered	  
•  	  	  	  Bill,	  at	  least	  in	  part,	  on	  volume	  
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Thank	  You	  

The	  Governor	  asked	  all	  Californians	  to	  reduce	  
water	  consump0on	  by	  20	  percent	  and	  referred	  
residents	  and	  water	  agencies	  to	  the	  Save	  Our	  
Water	  campaign	  -‐-‐	  www.saveourh20.org	  


